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Berkley High School Band Handbook
Policies and Information 

2013-2014
Alan Posner, Director
Eric Ambrose, Assistant Director
Contact Information

Alan Posner
Director of Bands
Berkley High School
Norup International School
Berkley Public Schools
2325 Catalpa Drive
Berkley, MI 48072-1897
(248) 837-8100
(248) 544-5860 - fax
alfposner@gmail.com
Eric Ambrose

ewambrose@gmail.com
Website:

http://berkleyinstrumentalboosters.weebly.com/
Celly:
To join Celly please enter this link to your mobile device:

http://cy.tl/16xcd1y
General Rules

1. Respect for other students, instructors, the room, and the equipment is expected

2. Arrive early for daily rehearsals and performances. “To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To be late is to be forgotten”
3. If you make a mess, clean it up.

4. No gum during rehearsal and no food or drink in the band room.

5. You are responsible for all music that is given to you. If you lose it, you will have to pay for it!
6. No brimmed hats or dark glasses during class
7. Do not remove anything from the band room that does not belong to you unless you have permission.
8. Cell phones will be confiscated if they are taken out during the school day.
9. Instruments left out will result in a reduction in your rehearsal skills grade.
10. Students are personally and financially responsible for all school instruments that they use. Students and parents are to fill out an “instrument rental sheet” each year they use the instrument.
Attendance

1. Students must be in the room at the time of the bell. You have 3 minutes after the bell rings to be in your seat with all necessary equipment and music.
2. Final attendance will be taken when rehearsal starts.
3. Unexcused tardies will count for points off of your rehearsal skills grade. 
4. Students who leave class before the bell rings will be given an unexcused absence for the day.  Students are not allowed to leave the band room until the bell rings.  Marching Band students may wait in the music hallway due to the size of the ensemble.
Concert Performance Attire

Remember, it is important to not only play your best, but to also look your best.  For every uniform issued there will also be a uniform contract.  Please refer to this contract for guidelines as well as for fees if items are damaged and/or not returned.
Concert Band/Jazz Lab Band

Red Jacket (issued)

Black pants


White dress shirt


Black socks

Black shoes
Jazz Ensemble


Ladies -

May wear Symphony Band uniform


Gentlemen - 

Black shoes


(optional ladies)
Black socks




Black pants





Black button down, collard shirt





Purchased maroon tie

Symphony Band

Ladies –
Black dress (issued)



Black dress shoes or flats (no high heels or flip flops)




Stockings optional

Gentlemen –
School issued tuxedo, white shirt, bow tie, and cummerbund




Black socks




Black dress shoes

Marching Band


Summer uniform

· Black athletic shoes

· Black socks

· Blue shorts
· Band T-shirt (issued)
Full Uniform

· School issued jacket, pants, gloves, hat, plume, suspenders
· ALL BLACK athletic shoes

· Black socks

Calendar

In addition to being printed below, the calendar is also available on the new booster website:

http://berkleyinstrumentalboosters.weebly.com/

	Mon Sep 9
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image16.jpg]




	Wed Sep 11
	 
	8:00pm – 9:30pm
	Evening Rehearsal - Hurley Field 

	Thu Sep 12
	 
	5:30pm – 10:30pm
	BHS Football - Hurley Field 

	Tue Sep 17
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Evening Rehearsal - Hurley Field 

	Fri Sep 20
	 
	5:30pm – 10:30pm
	BHS Football - Hurley Field 

	Sat Sep 28
	 
	All day
	Groves Invitational - Groves High School 

	Mon Oct 7
	 
	All day
	HS audition week - BHS Band Room [image: image2.png]




	
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image3.png]




	Wed Oct 16
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Evening Rehearsal - Hurley Field 

	Fri Oct 18 
	 
	5:30pm – 10:30pm
	BHS Football - Hurley Field 

	Wed Oct 30 
	 
	7:00pm – 8:00pm
	Indoor Marching Band Concert - BHS Auditorium 

	Mon Nov 4 
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image4.png]




	Mon Dec 2
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image5.png]




	Thu Dec 19
	 
	7:00pm – 9:00pm
	BHS Winter Concert - Berkley High School Auditorium 

	Mon Jan 6
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image6.png]




	Fri Jan 10
	 
	All day
	District 4 HS Honors Band (optional) - Clarkston HS [image: image7.png]




	Sat Jan 11
	 
	All day
	District 4 HS Honors Band (optional) - Clarkston HS [image: image8.png]




	Fri Jan 31
	 
	All day
	High School Solo and Ensemble (optional) - Hartland High School [image: image9.png]




	Sat Feb 1
	 
	All day
	High School Solo and Ensemble (optional) - Hartland High School [image: image10.png]




	Mon Feb 3, 2014
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image11.png]




	Wed Feb 12
	 
	7:00pm – 9:00pm
	Encore/Jazz Ensemble V-day concert - Berkley High School Auditorium 

	Thu Feb 27
	 
	7:00pm – 9:00pm
	BHS Pre-festival Concert - Berkley High School Auditorium 

	Mon Mar 3
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image12.png]




	Fri Mar 14
	 
	All day
	Possible BHS Band Festival - TBA 

	Sat Mar 22
	 
	All day
	State Solo and Ensemble (optional) - Farmington Harrison High School 

	Tue Apr 1
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	All City Band Concert (7th and 8th) - Berkley High School Auditorium 

	Mon Apr 14
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image13.png]




	Mon May 5
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image14.png]




	Wed May 7
	 
	8:00pm – 11:00pm
	BHS Spring Concert and banquet - Berkley High School Auditorium 

	Mon Jun 2
	 
	7:00pm – 8:30pm
	Berkley Instrumental Booster Meeting - Berkley High School Band Room [image: image15.png]




	Thu Jun 5
	 
	All day
	BHS Graduation (Symphony Band Only) - Meadowbrook 


Ensembles

Marching Band

This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students during the first semester. Students who wish to participate in Marching Band must attend band camp. Students who do not attend band camp can either participate in the marching band as a member of the pit or front ensemble or register for first semester concert band. 
Winter Drumline – Geoff Kinde
gkinde@gmail.com
This ensemble is open to all 8-11th grade percussion students. Some non-percussionists may also be allowed to participate. This ensemble meets after schools once a week starting in the 2nd semester. Auditions determine instrument placement for marching band. Students who wish to be on the drumline MUST take part in winter drumline.
Winter Colorguard – Holly Vollmar 

holly.vollmar@wayne.edu
This ensemble is open to all 8-11th grade students.  Students who participate in color guard do not need to be members of the band.  There may be an audition to gain acceptance into the color guard.  This ensemble meets once a week after school starting in the second semester.  Colorguard members must sign up for marching band.  Once marching band is over they must play an instrument after marching band is over and until the end of first semester.  Colorguard members do not have to take band both semesters unless they are instrumentalists.

Concert Band

This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students.

Symphony Band

This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students during the second semester. However, students must pass an audition to be placed into the ensemble. The audition results are based on ability and instrumentation. 
Symphony Orchestra
This ensemble is made up of all of the strings from the Berkley High School Symphony Orchestra as well as the very top chairs from the Symphony Band. The ensemble meets in November and performs at the String Winter and Spring Concert as well as other concerts dictated by the orchestra director.  There are no extra-curricular rehearsals. Only flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, horn, trumpet, trombone, tuba, and percussion are selected to participate in Symphony Orchestra. 
Pit Orchestra
This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students and starts rehearsals outside of school in September. The ensemble performs with the musical in December.  If too many students sign up, there may be auditions or director selections to limit size. 
Jazz Lab Band

This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students. The ensemble is open to any instrument. Students do not have to audition to get into this ensemble. This ensemble meets during the second semester.
Jazz Ensemble
This ensemble is open to all 9-12th grade students and is selected by audition and/or director recommendation. The ensemble meets twice a week in the mornings for the first semester and twice a week after school during the second semester. Only saxophones, trombones, trumpets, piano, bass, drums, and guitar may participate in this ensemble.

NOTE: High School students who do not participate in a second semester curricular ensemble will not be able to register for band next year with exception of non-instrumental color-guard members.

High School students who do not participate in a first semester ensemble must obtain a “private lessons waiver” to participate in a curricular ensemble second semester. Please see Mr. Posner if there are extenuating circumstances that do not allow you to take a first or second semester curricular ensemble.

Auditions

Auditions will be held the week of October 7th.  EVERYONE MUST AUDITION.  

The audition serves two purposes; to assess student performance and to place students in either concert band or symphony band at the end of marching band season.  Symphony band is the higher level band and will meet first hour during the second semester.  Concert band is the developing band and will meet second hour during the second semester.  Both ensembles have the exact same requirements except that symphony band plays an additional concert at graduation.  New this year; students may chose the Concert Band audition or Symphony Band audition.  The Symphony Band audition is more difficult while the Concert Band audition is for developing players.  Students who audition on the Concert Band music will not be considered for Symphony Band.  Students who audition on the Symphony Band music will be placed in either Symphony or Concert Band.

Students from both ensembles will have a chance to participate in full orchestra this year.  This applies to the top chairs of the flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, trumpet, horn, trombone, tuba, and percussion. Students have the option to join these ensembles if they are placed in a high enough chair.  Students who do not play one of these instruments but want to participate in orchestra may audition on that instrument.  If a student agrees to participate in these ensembles then they must participate in the orchestra string concert on Tuesday, May 13th.  Besides this concert, there are no other commitments.  The ensemble rehearses during the normal school day during the hour that they have band.

Students may ask to omit part of their audition.  Requests for omissions will be taken into consideration up until ONE WEEK before the audition (9/30).  All omissions must be approved by Mr. Posner or Mr. Ambrose.

There are two parts to the audition. The first is an etude (different for Concert and Symphony Band).  The second part is MSBOA scales.  Concert Band auditions will use the proficiency I scales.  Symphony Band will use proficiency II scales.  Both are to be played at the time of the audition.  The scales are to be memorized.  All of the audition material is found on a separate sheet that students can obtain from Mr. Posner or Mr. Ambrose.  Students auditioning on more than one instrument must audition for each instrument separately (with the exception of all saxophones).  

Challenge System

The Challenge System does not concern middle school students as there is no chair placement. High School students can choose to challenge other students to move up in chair. Students may not challenge to change ensembles. Please see the “challenge sheet” for more information about challenges.

Rehearsal Skills 
The rehearsal skills portion of the grade is made up of the skills, attitudes, and preparation that are required to be a productive and contributing band member.  To receive an “A” the student must demonstrate the following: 

 -Consistently display a positive attitude in class 

 -Participate fully in rehearsals. 

 -Never disrupt the class with talking or inappropriate behavior. 

 -Work well with other students and contribute in sectionals or small ensembles. 

 -Have your instrument at every rehearsal. 

 -Have your own copy of the music at every rehearsal. 

 -Have a pencil on your stand at every rehearsal. 

 -Woodwind players will have 3 good reeds in their case at all times. 

 -Percussion players must have all necessary mallets at all rehearsals

 -Brass players will have correct mutes when called for in the music as well as valve oil/cream.

 -Have your individual part prepared by the practice assignment deadline. 
Concert Absence - Make Up 
While it is impossible to recreate the educational value of a “live event” experience such as a concert, conflicts do occasionally occur. If a student misses a concert for any reason, they may make up the grade by choosing any of the following options. Exceptions to this rule include football games because of their frequency: 

1. Play their part for all of the music that was performed at the concert for the director. An appointment should be made before or after school. 

2. Attend a High School, College, or Professional Band/Orchestra concert and write a 2-3 page review of the performance and literature performed. 

3. Prepare a 7-10 minute presentation for class on music that was performed at the concert. For example: biographical information about composer, specific information about a piece performed, historical overview of a piece performed, historical information about an instrument, etc. The presentation should include musical examples. 

4. Perform a solo of your choosing for the class. Piano accompaniment is not required. 

Excused absences from concerts must be reported to Mr. Posner at least ONE MONTH before the concert. Failure to do so will count as a “0” for the concert. Excused or not.

Family emergencies will count as excused absences regardless of notice.

Playing Tests 
There will be at least one playing test each semester. Each playing test may be conducted differently (such as live in class, tape test, in sections, blind screen test, etc.). Playing tests may be re-taken an unlimited number of times, without grade penalty. The highest grade received for any test retakes will go down as the final grade at the end of the quarter.  Part assignments will be determined by the first playing test grade and will not change until the next playing test. In the event of a tie in grade, the upper part assignment will go to the upper class person. If a tie occurs between two students in the same grade the Director will make the decision.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Return this page to Mr. Posner by Friday, September 7th for a grade.
Parent Name_______________________________________

Parent Email_______________________________________
Student Name______________________________________

Student Email______________________________________

Student Grade_________

· I am interested in joining the Berkley Instrumental Boosters
· Tag days (October) 
· Fruit and Nut sale (Nov. or Dec)
· Uniforms (August)
· Band Banquet (May or June)
· Band camp(August)
· Chaperone for bus trips 
· Contact me for anything
· I would like to volunteer at least one hour to help the band program at some point this year
· My student and I have read the Band Handbook, have put all of our dates into our calendar, and have reported all conflicts to Mr. Posner or Mr. Ambrsoe.

Student Signature 




Date

Parent or Legal Guardian Signature 


Date
